Supplementary Methods

Hepatocyte isolation
To isolate mouse hepatocytes, the hepatic artery was perfused with EBSS (without Ca 2+ /Mg 2+ ), followed by infusion of EBSS (with Ca 2+ /Mg 2+ ) containing collagenase (0.5 mg/ml) and aprotinin (0.1 μg/ml). The liver was removed, the capsule was cut with a scalpel and the separated cells were resuspended in EBSS (without Ca 2+ /Mg 2+ ) and centrifuged. The pelleted cells were examined for viability and cell specificity and seeded onto µ-dishes (Ibidi) in Williams'medium E (Thermo Fisher Scientific, 10% FCS).
Bacterial survival in vitro
Cells were incubated with Listeria (MOI 10) in different media and then incubated with media containing gentamicin (10 μg/ml, 15 -60 min) in the presence or, in some cases, absence (MβCD) of FBS (10%). In other cases, macrophages were treated after the internalization period (30 min) with DMSO (control), wortmannin (100 nM) or 3-MA (10 mM) to inhibit autophagy. The time intervals given refer to the total time period from the start of coincubation of cells with bacteria until the end of incubation with gentamicin. Following incubation with gentamicin, the cells were washed, lysed with Triton X-100 (0.2%) and cfus
were measured in the cell lysates. Control experiments with labeled Listeria indicated that after the incubation with gentamicin no bacteria adhered to the extracellular surface of the cell membrane.
Detection of membrane areas with increased cholesterol contents
Localization of cholesterol-rich domains was analyzed using perfringolysin O (theta toxin,BC, provided by Yoshiko Ohno-Iwashita, Iwaki, Japan). The toxin was digested with subtilisin Carlsberg and biotinylated (Waheed, A. A. et al. 2001 
Immunohistochemistry
For filipin staining, we thawed freeze-dried tissue sections and rehydrated them in PBS for 30
min. The sections were incubated with primary anti-pan cadherin antibody (1:100, Abcam) to selectively stain plasma membranes and were then treated with Alexa543-labeled secondary antibody (1:400, Thermo Fisher Scientific) and filipin (25 µg/ml, Sigma). Tissue samples were mounted with glycerol and observed by confocal microscopy. ). *P < 0.05, **P < 0.01, ***P < 0.01. 
